Think Aloud Instructions

Things dependent readers do not know…
A lot of dependent readers are not aware of all of the work that goes into reading and neither are good readers because a lot of it is subconscious! Most dependent readers have told me that they just start reading when they see a passage.

What they don’t tell you is that some of them don’t:

· read titles before they read

· know to read bolded or underlined font

· hear no reading voice in their head

· make no personal connections in their head

· make predictions.

· clarify something.

You can help them with this by doing a “Think Aloud.” This basically means that while you’re reading something you take a few moments here and there to demonstrate your thinking aloud to the class. The goal is to model it to your students, have them see that they need to start doing this and give them opportunities to practice it. This is an example of me doing a “think aloud” I’m going to quote three sentences from The Kite Runner by Kaled Hosseini. Imagine that the sentences in quotes are the ones I’m reading aloud to the class, and that the italicized statements are moments where I put the book down on my lap and demonstrate my thinking to my students.

“Chapter One: December 2001. I became what I am today at the age of twelve, on a frigid overcast day in the winter of 1975.”

(Assume a think aloud stance- it could be something as simple to changing your body position and putting the book down to putting on a sparkly hat.)
That’s a little confusing. Why does the chapter start off with December 2001, but then talks about the winter of 1975? Maybe this story takes place in someone’s memories. Maybe the current year is 2001, and the person is looking back on 1975. What did the narrator become at the age of twelve? Is it bad? Is it good? I guess there is written in first person because it starts with “I.” What does frigid mean? In addition to the day being described as “frigid” the day was also described as “overcast” and in the winter, so “frigid” must mean that it wasn’t a pleasant day, maybe it means cold? 
(Assume the reading stance again)
“I remember the precise moment, crouching behind the crumbling mud wall, peeking into the alley near the frozen creek. That was a long time ago, but it’s wrong what they say about the past, I’ve learned about how you can bury it.

(Assume the think aloud stance) 
Why is he hiding? He must be hiding because he is peeking into an alley, and he’s crouching behind a wall. It’s like he shouldn’t be there. What does he mean he can bury the past? Does he literally mean bury it? Or worse, someone? Or does he mean forget it in his memories? I wonder if he saw a terrible crime being committed like a murder. It seems like he did something wrong…I wonder what it was?
Suggestions:

1. Don’t do this for more than 6-7 minutes (MAX) to students because they might go crazy.

2. You can ask them to demonstrate a think aloud, or to do it in groups, and remember that think alouds are only effective if you model them again and again, just like most things.

3. You can even provide a checklist to the students that asks them if they remembered to predict, or if they made a personal connection etc.

Think alouds are awesome in helping students see that they should be THINKING while they read and not just reading sounds.

